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Regulations for burials in the Stadt Bielefeld municipal cemeteries during the current corona crisis  

The corona pandemic has also caused considerable limitations concerning burials.  

The Ministry for Health, Labour and Social Matters NRW  as well as Stadt Bielefeld have  issued regu-

lations that must be observed for burials in the  Stadt Bielefeld municipal cemeteries to combat con-

tagious diseases and for protection against fresh infection with the corona virus: 

 The number of mourners must be limited to the closest family members only, maximally  15 

people will be allowed to attend a funeral service or burial; 

  During funeral services or burials, a minimum distance of 1.5 m, or even better 2.0 m, be-

tween the people present has to be observed; 

 This regulated distance must also be observed by the municipal employees; 

 Please –  no hugs, handshakes or expressions of condolence; 

 Mourners are asked to give the names of the mourners to the undertaker in advance, (e.g. in 

the condolence list) to ensure the necessity of recording how many people were present at 

the ceremony.  

 No sand or earth can be cast (onto the coffin in the open grave ) using the same spade or 

shovel; disposable surgical gloves can be used as an alternative 

 The general hygiene regulations which are displayed on the chapel doors and at the public 

toilets must be observed; 

 Mourners with flu-like symptoms or other signs of illness should stay away; 

 Mourners should please leave the cemetery quickly, keeping the required minimum distance 

from each other; 

 Instructions given by the cemetery personnel must be followed. 

 

In addition, we must point out that the number of people visiting the cemetery or individual graves, 

as well as other gatherings of people in public places must be officially limited to two people. There 

are exceptions for relatives or people needing support. 

We ask for your understanding that the dynamics of the course that the corona virus is taking can re-

quire a revaluation of the situation at any time, meaning new regulations.  
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